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Growing up in Phoenix, a vast patchwork of Arizona open desert, 

agriculture, industry, and suburban sprawl, Micah Ackerman Hirsch 

developed a deep and life-long love for the ways and places 

where it becomes clear how entangled humans are with the more-

than-human world. They owe much of their understanding of the 

cyclical and interwoven nature of the world to their time in 

Phoenix, from spending childhood sleepovers walking around the 

neighborhood looking for coyotes late at night and losing jack-o-

lanterns to javelina, to becoming so in-tune with the cycle of 

baking heat and sweeping monsoons that they miss its rhythm to 

this day. 

Micah graduated from the University of Puget Sound in 2020, with a BA in History. As an undergraduate 

student, their work focused on environmental and medieval history with additional research on 20th century 

American culture and Holocaust pedagogy. After graduation, Micah worked at the Peace Community 

Center (Tacoma, Washington) leading STEAM after-school programming for elementary school students 

and teaching curriculum around the ecology of the Salish Sea region and how the cities of South Sound get 

their food and water. 

Relocating to California, Micah volunteered with the Sierra Club’s L.A. chapter on its efforts to end urban 

drilling in Los Angeles County. In 2021, the chapter was a major force in efforts that convinced the Board of 

Supervisors to ban new drilling in the county and officially begin planning to phase out all oil wells in the 

county. They also canvassed for environmental justice initiatives across Los Angeles as a member of CLUE 

(Clergy and Laity United for Economic Justice) and DSA-LA, including a Green New Deal push that led to 

the Los Angeles Public School System’s vote to electrify all of its school buses by 2040. I addition to 

political work, Micah took part in conservation campaigns with the Irvine Ranch Conservancy to clear 

invasive species in Newport Bay, save and replant seeds from native plants necessary for Southern 

California pollinators, and restore the Aliso Creek watershed to save nesting ground for Western Pond 

Turtles and other vulnerable and endangered riparian species. 

More recently Micah has worked at Coastal Roots Farm in Encinitas, California as an outdoor educator. 

Coastal Roots integrates regenerative agriculture, food justice, and ancient Jewish wisdom to cultivate 

healthy and connected communities. The farm produces about 100,000 lbs of food annually for donation, 

and reaches tens of thousands of young people through its educational programs throughout San Diego 

County. As an educator there, Micah’s work ranged from pretending to be butterflies with toddlers — using 



long dancing scarves as butterfly tongues to drink nectar — to working with AP Environmental Studies 

classes to design multi-year crop rotation plans for their own garden. 

In addition to their work as an environmental educator and their personal time spent volunteering with 

environmental nonprofits, Micah is an author of both eco-poetry and prose, and has been published in 

several collections, including If The Storm Clears, a collection of eco-sublime writing from Blue Cactus 

Press. 

As the 2025-26 Leonard and Sandy Sargent EVST Graduate Fellow at the University of Montana, Micah 

plans to continue studying how to use stories, art, and community engagement to help people feel 

connected both to the place they live and to the human and more-than-human communities they are in 

relationship with. In the future, Micah hopes to combine their artistic and education background with the in-

depth and interdisciplinary knowledge they will gain from the Environmental Studies MS program to open a 

community farm of their own — a center that would be a mix of folk school, nature preserve, food resource, 

training center for activists and organizers, and arts lab.


